
A special presentation at this year’s Old Car Festival 

Hitting the Road: Motor Camping 
   with the Early Tin Can Tourists 

   This year marks the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Tin Can Tourists. In 1919 a 

relatively small group of 24 tourists gathered in Tampa’s Desoto Park and founded the organ-

ization with the underlying goal “to unite fraternally all autocampers.” By 1921, membership 

had grown to 17,000, and by the following year the organization boasted 30,000 

members. Their 1926 convention attracted over 500 camping rigs representing all 

48 states, Alaska, Canada and New Zealand. 

Join roadside historian and Tin Can Tourists' Hall of Fame member Daniel 

Hershberger for an informative visual presentation about the early 

decades of automobile touring and learn about the equipment 

they carried, where they camped, and how they found their 

way. Profusely illustrated, this presentation is filled with his-

torical photographs and postcards; vintage advertisements 

and catalog pages; and early road maps. 

Saturday & Sunday 2:00 
at Martha-Mary Chapel 
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